FIST Looks Back 


on 2007 


As we begin a new year, the youth 
group FIST--Fight Imperialism, Stand 
Together--reaffirms its commitment to 
militant struggle and education. 





We are a national group of young 
activists committed to fighting racism, 
sexism, oppression of lesbian, gay, bi 
and trans people, and exploitation of 
the working class, all of eure 
which result from imperial- 
ism and capitalism. We 
believe that the only wayto @qg 
achieve true liberation for all a 
peoples throughout the 
world is through socialism. 


FIST is proud to have ¥ 
participated in anumberof © an 
activities to push forward ee SS 


the struggle in 2007. From A 


student walkouts against the Fitsaioatnern Washington Square Park i in New York City, 


war and hate crimes against 
Palestinian youth in North Carolina, to 
actions against police brutality in 
Denver and New York, to a conference 
of international labor representatives 
in Tijuana, Mexico, FIST activists have 
organized, marched and spoken up 
against racism and war. 


We have participated in actions in 
support of political prisoner Mumia- 
Abu Jamal, in defense of women 
surrounding the Duke rape case, and 
actions denouncing the celebrations of 
"Thanksgiving" and Columbus Day. 


In late June, FIST participated in the 
United States Social Forum and met 
with many radical youth and workers 
from across the country. At the forum, 
we hosted a workshop on the topic 


KS?! 


“Che Guevara’s 
Legacy of Inter- 
nationalism: A 
Guide for the 
Antiwar Move- 
ment” that drew 
in a large crowd 
for discussion. 












FIST members march in Jena, LA against white-supremacist 


Nationalist Movement on MLK day. Photo Sara Flounders 
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November 16th. Photo Linda Gomaa 


Later in the summer, a trip organized 
by FIST brought youth and allies to 
revolutionary Cuba, where they could 
witness first-hand the gains that a 
socialist revolution can bring to 
youth, women, people of color, LGBT 
people, and all working people. The 
group defied the U.S. travel ban by 
openly declaring their trip to Cuba 
upon return to the U.S. 


During the two Washington, D.C., 
encampments to stop the war in that 
occurred in 2007, FIST pitched their 
tents and mobilized youth for radical 
action--including the occupation of 
the Capitol building where war appro- 
priations were being discussed in 
March, and a march targeting the 


Department of Justice, Department of 


Fight Imperialism - Stand Together 
http://fistyouth.wordpress.com 





a Education and the Capitol build- 





% ing in September, followed the 
. next day by a sit-in that blocked 
m the streets in front of the Capitol 
for hours. 


gy At a meeting organized by FIST 
~ to commemorate the one-year 
4 arrest of the Jena Six, the initia- 


Me war tive was formed for the 2008 
law ' Martin Luther King March 


| Against Racism, which will stress 
unity and link the various 
struggles against racism--be it 
nooses, immigrant raids, persecution 
of Arab and Muslim peoples, or the 
continuing lack of justice for Katrina 
SUrVIVOTS. 


In addition, FIST activists write 
weekly, in articles for Workers World 
Newspaper, on the struggles they 
have participated in and educational 
pieces on topics such as environmen- 
tal destruction and youth, the immi- 
grant rights struggle, women and 
HIV, youth, hip hop and "perfor- 
mance enhancing drugs" and more. 


We invite you to join us in 2008 
to continue building towards a 
future free of the ills of 
capitalism! 


Fight with FIST! 

NYC - 212-627-2994 

Raleigh - raleighfist@gmail.com 
Denver - denver@workers.org 
Cleveland - 216-531-4004 

DC - dc@workers.org 

San Diego - 619-692-4496 
Los Angeles - 323-936-1416 
Rutgers - namibiad@gmail.com 
Boston - 617-522-6626 
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® Fight Imperialism -- Stand Together (FIST) is a national group of young activists 
4 , committed to fighting racism, sexism, the oppresion of lesbian, gay, bi and trans 
people, and the exploitation of the working class, all of 
, which are the result of imperialism and capitalism. We be- 
f? \ieve that the only way to achieve true liberation for all peoples is 
¥ through socialism. We demand an end to all occupations now - from 
‘ lrag to Palestine, the Philippines, Haiti, Puerto Rico, and Afghanistan! 
& No to U.S. intervention — Hands off Cuba, Venezuela, Zimbabwe and the 
Sudan! Stop the raids against immigrant workers -- Full rights for 
undocumented workers! Justice for Katrina survivors — End racist 
police terror! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal and all political prisoners! 
Money for health care, jobs and education, not endless war... 





The Long Road of Struggle 


FIST Statement 


Bourgeois politics are rife with contra- 


dictions. Every two and four years 
elections are held for federal, state and 
local officials, as well as for proposed 
initiatives which directly affect local 
populaces. 

Every two years one-third of the 
Senate runs for six-year terms and the 
entire House of Representatives is voted 
in and every four years the president. 

With each cycle of elections comes a 
furor, as this or that politician attempts 
to read the mood of the population to 
best determine how to perpetuate the 
administering of a state organized along 
the interests of the capitalist mode of 
production. 

In 2006 the Democrats secured a 
majority in Congress through sheer 
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FIST members at ee World Party Conference 





posturing. 

The masses wanted to end the imperialist 
quagmire. The Democrats continue to 
posture. The war pushes on, vast resources 
in tow, plowing over the lives of thousands 
of Iraqi people. 

The questions then are: What kind of 
“democracy” is this anyway? What can be 
expected of it? And, which way forward? 

The Democratic Party cannot end 
the war. There has always been a split in the 
ruling class regarding the war in Iraq, but 
that split was primarily one of how best to 
manage the war. Neither the Democrats nor 
Republicans can or are willing to stop the 
drive to war. The drive to war is an objective 
outgrowth of monopoly capital. 

“Democracy” in the U.S. has been 
(continued on page 10) 
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One hundred and fifty anti-racist 
activists continued the legacy of 


Martin Luther King Jr. on Jan. 21 as 


they confronted members of the 
white supremacist organization, the 
Nationalist Movement, in Jena, La. 
The event took place on Martin 
Luther King Day in this small 
Louisiana town that has been the 
stage for what is being called the 


FIST Youth Speak Out 


FREE JENA 6: Anti-racists 
tell fascist sang ‘No nooses” 


by Tyneisha Bowens, NYC FIST 


nationalities in the United States. 
People came out from Los Ange- 
les; Chicago; New York; New 
Orleans; Atlanta; Jersey City, 
N.J.; Durham, N.C.; and Jena. 
At 9 a.m. the anti-racist 
activists met at two checkpoints 
outside of Jena and caravanned 
in for safety. “We have been 
harassed by the police, pulled 
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Free Jena 6: Anti- 


racist march (cont.) 
was the state that gave the white 


supremacists the right to march unper- 


mitted and armed; it was the state that 
gave them the front of the courthouse; 


and it was the state that was protecting 


them.” 


The anti-racists effectively drowned 
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Occupation Unraveling: Iraqi 
Soldier Kills Two US Troops 


By David Hoskins 


The strength of the Iraqi resistance and 
the level of anti-U.S. anger within the 
Iraqi army asserted itself in December 
when at least one Iraqi soldier purpose- 
fully shot and killed two U.S. soldiers 


during a joint patrol in the city of Mosul. 


Resistance fighters stationed inside 
nearby buildings had fired on the patrol 
as soldiers attempted to set up combat 
outposts. The ambush appeared to bea 
well planned and coordinated attack 
and may have involved the cooperation 
of Iraqi soldiers on duty. An Iraqi 


continued occupation and maximum 
exploitation of the Iraqi people’s oil 
resources. 

Just as importantly, the killing of U.S. 
soldiers by members of the Iraqi puppet 
government’s army illustrates the fact that 
the popular resistance in Iraq cannot be 
defeated regardless of U.S. technical 
superiority in arms or the number of troops 
it sends into Iraq. 

The U.S. military intentionally recruits 
among the nationally oppressed and the 
poorest sections of the working class at 
home to provide fodder for the ruling class’ 
war games abroad. 


out the Nationalist Movement’s message 
and showed the white supremacists and 
the state that this kind of racism will not 


over and ticketed almost every- 
day,” explained one of the orga- 
nizers from the January 21 in 


new civil rights movement. 
The Nationalist Movement was 
in Jena for what they called “Jena 


Put the blame where it belongs While it 
is understandable if rank-and-file U.S. 
soldiers mourn the deaths of their fellow 


soldier in the puppet army shot dead 
two U.S. soldiers who were beating a 
pregnant Iraqi woman. 


Justice Day,” which was in opposi- 
tion to the September 2007 mobili- 
zation of tens of thousands people 
in support of the Jena 6 and the 
overall message of equality that 
Martin Luther King Jr. preached. 
The white supremacists recently 
won a Suit with Jena giving them 
the right to march there without a 
permit, carrying nooses and white 
cross flags and even firearms. 
Various anti-racist organizations, 
groups, and individuals drove into 
the city to say “No to nooses!” 

The diversity of the anti-racist 
group, which included Black, 
Latin@, Arab, Asian, Native and 


white folks, showed the unity that is 


being forged between seca 





Anti-racist activists from many parts of the country march in Jena, La., 
Jan. 21. FIST photo Tyneisha Bowens 


Jena Committee. After caravan- 
ning into the town, the anti- 
racists held a rally in Jena’s park 
where the crowd listened to 
speakers including police brutal- 
ity activist Juanita Young, Rev. 
Raymond Brown of Louisiana’s 
National Action Network, a repre- 
sentative of the youth group FIST- 
Fight Imperialism, Stand Together, 
Carl Dix of the Revolutionary Com- 
munist Party, a member of the 
Common Ground Collective and 
activists from cities across the coun- 
try. 
After the rally the group of about 
150 marched from the park to the 
courthouse where 15-30 white 
supremacists were 
holding their rally. En 
' route to the courthouse, 
the march received 
, acknowledgment, 
support and adversity 
from the residents of 
# Jena. However, the 
/ people of Jena did not 
/m come out in support of 
the white supremacist 
rally. 

As they climbed the 
hill toward the court- 
house chanting “No 
Nazis, No KKK, No 
Fascist USA!” the anti- 
racists saw a wall of 
police. The strong police 





FIST members march in Jena on MLK Jr. day. 


presence was an attempt to force the 
march into a “free speech zone” in 
the back of the courthouse. But the 
march successfully pushed back the 
police line and asserted its constitu- 
tional rights of assembly and free 
speech. 

At the front of the Jena court- 
house the protesters confronted the 
racists, drowning out their message 
of white supremacy with the message 
of justice, unity and equality. 

Though there were only 15 
Nationalist Movement members 
present, the overwhelmingly racist 
presence of the state—the police, 
courts and prisons—was much larger. 
Agents from the local, state and 
federal law enforcement agencies 
protected the armed and threatening 
white supremacists from the 
unarmed crowd speaking out against 
racism and hate. 

Peter Gilbert of FIST, who partici- 
pated in the rally with a delegation of 
FIST and International Action Center 
members from Raleigh, N.C., and 
New York, said: “The collusion of the 
state was apparent at every level. It 
(continued on page 11) 


go unanswered. The march, having 
achieved its goal, moved back to the 


park where a rally and caravan into the 


community ended the event. 


The presence of the white suprema- 


cist Nationalist Movement, whose 
leaders are small businesspeople from 
outside Jena, in a small and economi- 
cally underdeveloped town like Jena, 
shows the rising tide of racism as a 
reaction to the economic crisis. How- 
ever, the relatively higher numbers of 


anti-racists shows that a multinational, 


unified movement is becoming more 
prepared to counter these attacks. 


Bowens spoke at the anti-racist rally 
representing FIST. & 


Immokalee (continued) 


some even came out and joined the demon- 


strators. 
Apparently, the Burger King employees 


were first told that they were going to be paid 


before Christmas, but on that Sunday they 
were told, “No paychecks until after Christ- 
mas.” So as the protest started to build the 
employees started to cheer from within the 


restaurant. When the chant, “No more slaves! 
started, one worker even 


1? 


Pay a living wage! 
came outside to lead the chant. 


The CIW is sending a full-time team back 


to Miami after the first of the year. So there 
will be a lot more actions coming up both 
here and around the U.S. 


The writer is from the Bolivarian Youth in 


Miami, a member of FIST, and participated 


in the CIW actions. 


Iraqi army commanders Brig. Gen. 
Mutaa Habib al-Khazraji and Brig. Gen. 
Noor al-Din Hussein have claimed that 
the shooting was deliberate and the 
Iraqi soldier has ties to the resistance. A 
second Iraqi soldier is also being held in 
the incident. The involvement of at least 
two soldiers suggests that the degree of 
sympathy and collaboration with the 
resistance in Iraq’s army may be more 
widespread than the Pentagon has 
previously acknowledged. 

If the official story coming out of 
Iraq regarding the soldier’s ties to the 
insurgency is not true, U.S. and Iraqi 
armed forces could be attempting to 
cover up what they consider an even 
more alarming detail. It would mean 
that the length and severity of the 
occupation has worn the patience of 
average Iraqis to such an extent that it 
has spread throughout Iraq’s armed 
forces and U.S. soldiers may at times 
find themselves battling their counter- 
parts in the Iraqi military. 

The December shootings mark the 
first time since the occupying forces 
invaded in 2003 that the U.S. media has 
reported that a soldier in Iraq’s current 
army has intentionally killed U.S. 
service members. According to the Arab 
Times, a similar incident occurred in 
2004 when Iraqi civil defense officers 
killed two U.S. soldiers on patrol with 
them. The Iraqi Civil Defense Corps was 
a precursor to today’s Iraqi army. 

Bush ordered an additional 21,500 
troops into combat at the beginning of 
2006 in an attempt to establish a level 
of corporate-defined stability in Iraq. 
The December incident underlines the 
failure of this “surge” in U.S. forces to 
provide the necessary conditions for 


soldiers shot in December, it is important 
to put the blame where it belongs. The U.S. 
government sent soldiers into Iraq based 
on a lie, and ordered them to occupy and 
bomb its people into submission. 

When a U.S. soldier dies in Iraq it is not 
the fault of Iraqi freedom fighters inside or 
outside of Iraq’s armed forces. The blame 
for those deaths belongs squarely at the 
feet of the U.S. government’s civilian and 
military leadership which sent these young 
men and women off to die in an imperialist 
war of conquest. 

The task of the anti-war movement 
inside the U.S. is to help U.S. soldiers to 
join the struggle against the war and to 
understand the just struggle of the Iraqi 
resistance. In the process these soldiers can 
assert their humanity and dignity by 
refusing to let themselves continue to be 
pawns for the U.S. military command. 

During the U.S. occupation of Vietnam, 
when there was a strong and active anti- 
imperialist movement among civilians 
inside the U.S., U.S. troops in Vietnam 
expressed their resistance in many ways. 
Troops deserted while on leave, units 
refused to go on patrols and in hundreds of 
cases troops “fragged” or used fragmenta- 
tion grenades to kill commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers who were racist 
or who were ordering them to patrol. 

The existence of anti-occupation forces 
even among the so-called Iraqi allies—that 
is, the puppet army—will certainly add to 
the growing demoralization of U.S. troops 
forced to remain in Iraq. Whatever oppor- 
tunities and methods for resistance become 
available to U.S. troops are legitimate in a 
situation where they have been sent to 
oppress a sovereign nation with no justifi- 
cation. 
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New Orleans Housing 
Fight (continued) 


low-income families live there. 

St. Thomas was redeveloped under 
HUD’s Hope VI program. The contract 
went to Historic Restoration Inc., a 
real-estate developer that specializes in 
turning historic structures into luxury 
apartments. From the very beginning, 
not even one-third of River Gardens 
units were slated for low-income 
residents. 

The destruction of the Desire 
housing development in favor of “New 
Desire” is very similar. There were 1,800 
units but the new development will have 
a little more than 400 units set aside as 
affordable housing. 

Vitter is hypocritical in the area of 
“defending” democratic rights, when he 
says: “First, the bill would stop the 
HUD/HANO redevelopment plan dead 
in its tracks, voiding all of the contracts 
and agreements presently in place and 
establishing a moratorium on demoli- 
tion and redevelopment. Work could 
only happen once a brand new, bureau- 
cratic consultative process with former 
and prospective residents was 
performed and a whole new redevelop- 
ment plan was developed and 


The Long Road of 
Struggle (Continued) 


defined by the ruling class—the bour- 
geoisie. 

Therefore, it is designed to 
maintain the status quo. Capitalism 
cannot be voted out when the politi- 
cians are from parties that protect the 
capitalist system. 

The long view of history 
demonstrates not only that change 
does come, but that it comes through 
struggle. All victories and gains of 
workers and the oppressed in the 
U.S., from the end of slavery, to 
universal suffrage, the eight-hour work 
day, the end of U.S. Apartheid were 
won through struggle. 

To protect the system, the 
capitalist politicians will make conces- 
sions to stave off mass movements or 
revolution, but these things are at the 
mercy of the profit system and can and 
have been taken away when the move- 
ment wanes. 
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His “new” [Oy 
New Orleans, a 
city for the 
wealthy and 
white—where 
the culture of 
the oppressed 
Black masses 
will be 
exploited as a 
draw for the 
new 
inhabitants- 
has no 
room for the 
poor or Black 
people. It is a 
city that has 
less than half of the 14,000 public- 
housing units that were available in 1996. 
It is right in line with James Reiss, 
the wealthy white head of the Regional 
Transportation Authority, who stated in 
January 2006, “Those who want to see 
this city rebuilt want to see it done in a 
completely different way: demographi- 
cally, geographically and politically.” 
However, one cannot plan a meal 
from chickens not hatched. The people of 
New Orleans, especially the oppressed 
Black people and allies, are determined to 
fight back. Along with the Jan. 25 and 26 


2008 will present new challeng- 
es. The crisis of the U.S. ruling class 
finds itself in will not abate but will 
deepen. Workers and the oppressed will 
be made to bear the brunt of the crisis. 

U.S. imperialism is not of the 
making of a certain administration, but of 
the capitalist mode of production. The 
worldwide movement of the oppressed 
against a common oppressor can collapse 
it, but the world awaits a movement in 
the U.S. that reflects the conditions U.S. 
workers are faced with. 

Those conditions, as Gil Scott 
Heron’s song describes as the “Winter in 
America,” will become colder and more 
stark. Only a movement can push back 
the tide, but this movement must be 
determined to break from the capitalist 
system in favor of socialism—for this is 
where the greatest respite will come. 

The dilemma in 2008 is not one 
of which capitalist politician seems more 
attractive or can better manage an 
imperialist war, but one of how we can 
put an end to the drive to war and all the 


Pastor Torin Sanders protests at City Council meeting in New Orleans. 





actions and a national poster awareness 
campaign, a Green Ribbon Campaign 
has been organized to demand: The 
Right of Return for the Black majority 
to New Orleans, Affordable housing for 
all—Stop the demolition of public 
housing Now!, Pass Senate Bill 1668- 
The Gulf Coast Housing Recovery Act of 
2007, and Stop the police and govern- 
ment harassment and brutality against 
peaceful protests. 

Go to www.peopleshurricane.org 
for more information on how to support 
SB 1668. 


ills that come with capitalist society. 

As in any other election year, 
capitalist class politicians are not the 
answer, but it is the long road of 
struggle for socialism. 

There are efforts in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul and Denver to 
resist the Republican National 
Convention and the Democratic 
National Convention. Fight Imperial- 
ism Stand Together stands in solidarity 
with the local organizers and calls on 
all forces to converge on both conven- 
tions. 

Let’s make 2008 a year of 
resistance to imperialism, racism, 
sexism, homophobia and all the ills 
endemic to capitalism! 
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New Orleans Residents Fight to Save Public Housing 


By Larry Hales 


When the Coalition to Stop the 
Demolitions called for National 
Days of Action on Jan. 25 and 26 
the movement responded. The call 
was to rally activists around the 
country to show solidarity with 
public-housing residents in New 
Orleans and to save four public- 
housing developments from being 
demolished by private developers in 
favor of more expensive luxurious 
developments. 

The days of action were also 
meant to give attention to Senate 
Bill 1668, the Gulf Coast Housing 
Recovery Act. SB 1668 was first 
introduced in June 2007, almost 
two years after Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita hit. It would ensure the 
right to housing for New Orleanians 
displaced across the country and up 
to now denied the right to return to 
New Orleans because of poverty, 
lack of housing and jobs for the 
original inhabitants of the city. 

Some of the features of the bill 
are that it: ensures homeowners in 
Louisiana can rebuild their homes 
by authorizing funds to cover the 
shortfall in the Road Home 
program; provides former public- 
housing residents the opportunity 
to come home and counseling to 
families with housing vouchers so 
they can obtain suitable housing; 
ensures there is no net loss of 
affordable housing opportunities by 
requiring that any public housing or 
other HUD-assisted housing in the 
Gulf is replaced; authorizes appro- 
priations for the repair and rehabili- 
tation of public housing in the Gulf 
Coast; provides additional afford- 
able housing opportunities by 
authorizing funding for 4,500 
supportive housing vouchers and an 
additional 1,000 housing units for 
the homeless. 

The bill is indeed lacking, but 
goes further than any other bill to 


date relating to bring 
some justice for the 
people of the Gulf 
Coast. 

However, there 
are efforts to defeat 
this bill which would 


be a boon to the Roles Mn Gt 


thousands of 
displaced persons 
tragically impacted 
by Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. 

David Vitter—a 
Republican senator 
from Louisiana and 
author of the amendment to the No 
Child Left Behind Act that requires 
schools receiving federal funds to 
permit military recruiters on school 
grounds and to provide the recruiters 
with the names, telephone numbers 
and addresses of all students 
enrolled—wrote an Oct. 6 opinion 
piece in the Times Picayune disparag- 
ing SB 1668. 

Vitter’s opinion piece argued in 
favor of HUD/HANO’s plan to allow 
C.J. Peete, St. Bernard, B.W. Cooper 
and Lafitte units to be demolished 
and redesigned by private companies 
with public money. The plan calls for 
“mixed income housing” develop- 
ments where the number of units for 
low-income residents would be 
greatly reduced and the develop- 
ments’ primary purpose would be for 
profit. 

A rebuttal of Vitter’s primary 
arguments for scrapping SB 1668, 
which serve the desires of developers 
and the local ruling elite to redesign 
the city for wealthy whites, has been 
posted on katrinaaction.org. 

The website points to a number 
of fallacies in Vitter’s opinion piece, 
chief being that HUD/HANO’s plan 
accounts for and accommodates the 
thousands of families who lived in 
public housing. 

The HUD/HANO plan, according 
to Vitter, “would rebuild the C.J. 
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Members of Black Workers For Justice, FIST and other ola nlanlelali nme) ce tlaly4-lucelans 
gather for a vigil in front of City Hall in Raleigh, N.C., Dec. 21 in solidarity with 
housing struggle in New Orleans. photo: Fight Imperialism, Stand Together (FIST) 





Peete, St. Bernard, B.W. Cooper and 
Lafitte developments in a much less 
dense way with a mix of residents in 
terms of income—a third who would 
traditionally qualify for public 
housing, a third who need limited 
rental assistance and a third who 
would pay full market rate. And the 
agencies are already supplementing 
this with other low-income housing, 
including market-based vouchers.” 

In fact, according to public- 
housing activists, “For some, the 
‘mixed-income housing’ concept 
may sound appealing, but it is being 
used to cover up the fact that 
HANO/HUD seek to eliminate 82 
percent of the public-housing 
units that were lived in by resi- 
dents prior to Hurricane 
Katrina.” 

Katrinaaction.org presents the 
example of the St. Thomas Hous- 
ing Development, which was 
demolished in 2000. It housed 
900 families and had 1,600 units 
total. In its place now stands the 
“mixed-income housing” develop- 
ment called River Gardens. Over 
100 units were set aside for low 
income, but currently, as revealed 
in a Counter Punch article written 
by attorney Bill Quigley, only 60 


(continued on page 10) 
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Power Cuts to Gaza 
create Humanitarian 
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ore than 800,000 Palestinians have 

been living in darkness since Israel forcibly 
closed the border and blocked fuel shipments into 
Gaza on Jan. 18, forcing Gaza’s only electrical plant to 
shut down. The general director of Gaza‘s single elec- 
tricity plant, Derar Abu Sissi, explained that “the 
catastrophe will affect hospitals, clinics, water wells, 
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houses, factories, all aspects of life.” 


Hospital generators are rapidly 
running out of fuel. Health Ministry 
official Moaiya Hassannain 
exclaimed, “We have the choice to 
either cut electricity on babies in 
the maternity ward or heart surgery 
patients or stop operating rooms.” 
(Washington Post, Jan. 22) 

Israel sealed off all entrances 
into Gaza last week, shortly after 
President Bush’s recent trip to the 
Middle East, and just a week after 
Bush met with Mahmud Abbas and 
Ehud Olmert. The blockade was no 
doubt approved by the Bush 
administration. 

Egypt also shares a border with 
Gaza. Egypt’s reluctance to reopen 
its border, however, has led many 
to speculate that the U.S. knew of 
Israel’s plans in advance and Bush 
used his recent trip to bully other 
countries into cooperation. 

The civilian population of Gaza 
is being punished because they 
elected Hamas, a group which is 
militantly anti-Zionist and anti- 
imperialist, to run Gaza. This type 
of collective punishment is a 
flagrant violation of international 
law and is in specific breach of 
Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and Article 50 of the 
Hague regulations, and should be 
protested by progressive people 
everywhere. 

Israel routinely stages assaults 
on the Palestinian population to try 
to break its spirit. Despite the 
blockade and these assaults, the 


Palestinian people’s popular resis- 
tance against Israel’s occupation of 
their homeland continues. Palestin- 
ians in Gaza continue to fire 
Qassam rockets into Israel. 

Israel has supplemented the 
blockade with air strikes and other 
daily assaults on the Gaza strip. 
Doctor Fawzy Nabulseyah, director 
of the intensive care unit at Gaza 
City’s Al-Shifa hospital, discussed 
how the casualties from the air 
strikes, combined with the severity 
of fuel shortages, have put the lives 
of innocent Palestinians in double 
jeopardy. 

“We have 15 patients on 
breathing machines. If the electric- 
ity is cut off they stop working and 
the patients will die of blood 
poisoning after about five minutes,” 
he said. “Most of them were 
wounded in Israeli operations and 
air strikes.” (French Press Agency, 
Jan. 21) 

In a separate incident, forty 
military tanks entered the Jabalya 
refugee camp to demolish Palestin- 
ian homes. Eighty percent of the 
people living in Gaza are refugees, 
and the Israeli government appears 
determined to destroy those homes 
too. 

The blockade of Gaza has 
sparked international outrage. 
Christopher Guiness, spokesman 
for the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, warned that inter- 
national food aid to Gaza may be 
suspended due to a shortage of fuel 


Members of FIST march in NYC against the Seige on 
Gaza on January 25 in front of the Israeli Consulate. 





and of plastic bags needed to pack 
food. Guiness pointed out that “The 
logic of this defies basic humanitar- 
ian standards.” The UNRWA 
provides food necessities to 
860,000 Palestinians living in Gaza. 

British human rights groups 
have decried the fuel cutoff as 
unlawful. On Jan. 26 a humanitar- 
ian convoy is scheduled to travel 
from Israel to the Gaza strip to 
deliver supplies. The convoy will be 
headed by human rights groups and 
was decked out in signs demanding 
that Israel “Lift the Blockade!” (The 
American Muslim, Jan. 21) 

Demonstrations against the 
blockade have occurred inside 
Israel. Many merchants in mostly 
Palestinian east Jerusalem partici- 
pated in a one-day solidarity strike 
to protest the blockade. 

Amnesty International has 
called for an immediate lifting of the 
blockade. AI Middle East and North 
Africa program director, Malcolm 
Smart, in an AI news release, 
pointed out that “More than 40 
seriously ill patients have died since 
the Israeli authorities closed Gaza’s 
borders ... now the entire Gaza 
population is being put at risk as 
electricity and fuel supplies run out. 
This action appears calculated to 
make an already dire humanitarian 
situation worse, one in which the 
most vulnerable—the sick, the 
elderly, women and children—will 
bear the brunt.” 


Hoskins is an organizer with FIST 
in Washington DC. @ 
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By Larry Hales, Denver FIST 


Hip-hop is still under attack. Popular 
media outlets have forgiven Don Imus’ 
comments; the sexist and racist radio 
personality has been given another 
position on another station to pollute 
the airwaves. But hip-hop is still heavily 
scrutinized and made the scapegoat for 
the sexism, racism and homophobia 
rampant in the U.S. 

Whatever contradictions exist in rap 
music or any of the other elements of 
hip-hop, the culture is neither the 
greatest purveyor of the contradictions 
nor the initiator. It is merely subject to 
infiltration from the culture that comes 
with capitalist society. 

Any student of the evolution of 
Black music knows that in the begin- 
ning, hip-hop was not just party music, 
but social commentary. The phenom- 
enon of what was then known as a 
counterculture—partly because hip-hop 
in its early days was underground—was 
a response to the conditions imposed 
upon Black and Puerto Rican youth in 
New York and across the country in 
inner city areas in the late 1970s and 
1980s. Those conditions included white 
flight from city areas, the beginning of 
deindustrialization and the decline of 
the great social movements of the 1960s 
and 1970s as a result of the boom and 
bust cycle of capitalism. 

If the perpetuation of capital 
requires greater and greater exploita- 
tion, especially of oppressed nationali- 
ties, then it is natural for countercul- 
tures of the exploited—the oppressed 
and workers—in bourgeois or capitalist 
society to exist. The wellspring, in this 
period, of the countercultures is the 
desire for freedom from exploitation. 


Culture and modes of 
production 


A dialectical materialist conception of 
history is essential to understanding the 
development of culture—especially 
artistic output—in response to produc- 
tive modes and more so when coming to 
the defense of an art form of an 
oppressed nationality in “the prison 
house of nations,” the United States. 

Culture is all encompassing. The 
thoughts, ideas, actions, language, 
arts—every human endeavor or expres- 
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sion is connected to a society’s 
culture. It is not something static, 
but evolves and is intimately bound 
to the real and material world. Miles 
Davis perhaps put it best when he 
said, “Music is always changing. It 
changes because of the times and 
the technology that’s available.” 

Just as everything in nature goes 
through constant change, the 
thoughts and actions of human 
beings change to reflect the 
constantly changing world and how 
human beings interact with that 
reality. 

That interaction, the manipula- 
tion of nature for subsistence, is how 
the society is organized. Karl Marx 
wrote, “By producing their means of 
subsistence men are indirectly 
producing their actual material life.” 
Not every society developed at the 
same pace nor went through exactly 
the same stages in the same way, but 
how the needs of the society are met 
and the relation of the producers of 
the needs to the things produced is 
indeed what society is organized 
around. And, it is from production 
that human nature is derived, so it 
too is not a static thing. 

When Marx said capital came 
into the world “dripping from head 
to toe from every pore with blood 
and dirt,” bringing with it private 
property and the subjugation of 
women, children, gender expression 
and sexual identity necessary for the 
patriarchal system to perpetuate the 
bequeathing of capital, he was 
speaking of the necessity of the 
capitalist class to exploit the masses 
for profit. 

The capitalist mode of production 
brings with it a culture, rooted in the 
objective demands of a system based 
on deriving profit. 

Under bourgeois capitalist 
society pop culture is a manufac- 
tured thing, a commodity meant to 
pander to the mores and ideals of 
the capitalist ruling class, all while 
making a profit. As Marx said, “The 
prevailing ideas of every society are 
the ideas of the ruling class.” So, 
whenever someone lodges a com- 
plaint against backwardness that 
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may appear in a form of artistic expres- 
sion, then the complaint is against the 
culture that is part of the capitalist 
mode of production. 

Pop or mass culture, the artistic 
expression of it, can be a gauge of the 
willingness of the masses to struggle, 
expressions of the conditions the 
masses are faced with, or both at the 
same time. The same goes for the 
culture of the oppressed—those workers 
who face added discrimination, repres- 
sion and hardship because of race, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, so-called 
legal status and/or disability. 

However, the culture of the 
oppressed not only faces infiltration 
from the ideals of the ruling class, but 
also from the dominant layer of society. 
In the U.S. that layer is white. Though 
there exists the oppression of white 
women and of white lesbian, gay, bi and 
trans people, because of the history of 
genocide, land theft and slavery—part 
of “the primitive accumulation of 
capital” denoted by Marx—race is 
always a factor. The historical develop- 
ment of the U.S. and the world has 
deemed that the lens of race is always 
firmly fitted. 

So, in the climate that has risen 
since the firing of Don Imus over his 
racist, sexist remarks regarding a 
women’s basketball team where most of 
the players were Black, it is important 
to defend the musical form that is being 
criticized. 

Racism, sexism, homophobia and 
all oppressions will begin to disappear 
with the destruction of capitalist 
society. These things are ultimately 
weapons to keep workers apart and 
fighting against one another. They are 
always present under capitalism; the 
intensity of the usage of them comes 
and goes with crisis and struggle. 

The attack on hip-hop culture is a 
racist attack on a powerful form of 
expression born from struggle and 
co-opted for profit and in an attempt to 
dull its message. It is important that the 
root cause be identified and workers 
not get caught up in the attacks. 

Don Imus is not a victim of hip- 
hop, nor was he imitating it. He is a 
racist and sexist taking the line of the 
capitalist ruling class. 
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On Int’?l Human Rights Day Workers in South Demand 
Collective Bargaining Rights, End to Racism By Dante Strobino 


On Dec. 10, International Human Rights 
Day, public-sector workers in North 
Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia—in a 
common struggle to deepen the protec- 
tions under state law for collective- 
bargaining rights, and all organized by the 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America (UE) —held simulta- 
neous news conferences announcing the 
most recent step in the International 
Worker Justice Campaign (IWJC). 

They are requesting that the Inter- 
American Council on Human Rights, a 
body chartered under the Organization of 
American States, investigate why workers 
are denied the fundamental human rights 
to organize and collectively bargain labor 
contracts with their employers. 

The workers in these three states all 
suffer from different conditions and laws 
but they all share the fact that none of 
these states protects their right to collec- 
tively bargain. North Carolina, the state 
with the worst laws and conditions, where 
public-employee collective bargaining is 
actually illegal, was the prime focus of this 
action. 

For several years, UE along with Black 
Workers for Justice and other community 
and labor organizations have been build- 
ing a grassroots movement to demand 
repeal of General Statute 95-98, the North 
Carolina law prohibiting collective 
bargaining for public workers. 

North Carolina and Virginia are the 
only states in the country where collective 
bargaining for public workers is prohib- 
ited by law. 

The UE’s “request to the OAS is the 
third international legal initiative under- 
taken by our union in the fight to win 
collective bargaining rights for all public 
employees. Cases have also been brought 
before the human rights agency of the 
United Nations and, through the efforts of 
Mexico’s FAT, [Authentic Workers’ Front] 
under the side agreements to the North 
American Free Trade Agreement,” states 
the UE website. 


Connecting workers’ rights to 


the fight against racism 

In the last three years, this campaign 
has organized hearings in several cities 
across North Carolina to speak out against 
work conditions. A highlight of that 


campaign was in November 2005 
when members of the United 
Nations International Labor 
Organization from several coun- 
tries participated in a hearing 
where workers from all over the 
state testified about their working 
conditions and the need for collec- 
tive bargaining. 

Then, in September 2006, city 
workers in Raleigh were being 
forced to work overtime without 
pay, amidst other grievances, and 
waged a militant two-day walk out. 
It was not until the workers built 
their union and expanded their 
demands that they found any justice. 
This past November, they finally won a 
settlement from the city, awarding them 
back overtime pay. 

Last February, the ILO released a 
90-page report with its findings, indicting 
North Carolina for violating international 
law. On Feb. 10 more than 3,000 people, 
mostly African American, met and 
marched in the streets in the NAACP’s 
“Historic Thousands on Jones Street 
People’s Assembly” to demand collective 
bargaining for state workers along with a 
slate of 13 other demands for the North 
Carolina Legislature. 

Due to the workers’ mobilizations and 
power, this past legislative session saw 
unexpected progress on a bill created by 
the movement that would have eliminated 
the ban on collective bargaining. 

The bill passed through one state house 
judiciary committee and is now sitting in 
the state appropriations committee. It has 
many supporters in the state legislature. 

Given that most of the public-sector 
workers in North Carolina and Virginia 
are Black, Latin@ and women, this 
struggle for collective bargaining is an 
obviously monumental struggle against 
institutional racism and sexism. In fact, 
UE Local 150, the North Carolina Public 
Sector Workers Union, has always had the 
plight of oppressed workers foremost on 
its mind in fashioning an approach to this 
struggle. 

Most recently, since the national 
upsurge in the anti-racist movement 
following the Jena 6 case in Louisiana, just 
as nooses were hung across the country 
meant to intimidate Black people, there 
were several nooses found hanging in 
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IWJC Organizer Ashaki Binta speaks at press conference about 
about Collective Bargaining Rights at State Capital in Raleigh, NC 


work places in North Carolina. 

A Nov. 25 New York Times article, “The 
Geography of Hate,” reported that 50 to 
60 nooses have been found, with many 
others not reported. 

This is not a struggle unfamiliar to UE 
Local 150. Back in 2004, during the IWJC 
public hearing in Rocky Mount, workers 
testified about how in the spring of 2004 a 
dummy was hung at a city work site, and 
linked this with other incidents of racism 
at that time. 

In 2005, the UE supported several 
Black Department of Transportation 
workers, called the “DOT 7,” who filed a 
lawsuit against the state after a noose was 
left hanging for a month over their work 
bench. 

Most recently, since the Sept. 20 Jena 
march of tens of thousands, there have 
been nooses found at state work places at 
Eastern Carolina University and North 
Carolina State University, and two were 
found in a bucket with red paint, symbol- 
izing blood, at the University of North 
Carolina-Charlotte. UE-organized workers 
at all three of these universities have been 
fighting back. 

Most recently, they held a news 
conference and rally at UNC-Charlotte to 
denounce the nooses. Statewide, UE Local 
150 has also recently been implementing 
anti-racist union stewards’ trainings for 
prompt, on-the-job organized resistance to 
racism. 


Strobino is a member of FIST in Raleigh, 
N.C., and is also an organizer with UE in 
North Carolina, Virginia and West 
Virginia. 
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Immokalee Workers step up 
battle against Burger King [ill 


By Mike Martinez 


The Coalition of Immokalee Work- 
ers (CIW), an organization that 
represents farmworkers in central 
Florida, on Dec. 23 extended their 
struggle to workers at the Burger King 
restaurant in the Miami neighborhood 
of Aventura by holding a picket there. 
On Nov. 30, the CIW had led a nine- 
mile-long march of 1,500 workers and 
their supporters down to the Burger 
King corporate offices in Miami 
demanding a penny more per pound 
raise for the tomatoes they pick. 

The CIW has been waging fights 
against some of the largest U.S.-based 
fast food corporations. These farm- 
workers, who mostly pick tomatoes, 
are fighting to improve living and 
working conditions from what can only 
be called modern day slavery. 

The first stop on the Nov. 30 
march targeted Goldman Sachs, a large 
investment firm that owns a big 
portion of the BK Corporation’s stock 
and has executives sitting on BK 
Corporation’s board of directors. 
According to a Dec. 20, 2006, article in 
the New York Times, Lloyd C. Blank- 
fein, chairman and chief executive of 
Goldman Sachs, was paid “a bonus of 
$53.4 million in 2006, the highest ever 
for a Wall Street chief executive” — 
most of it coming off of the backs of 
farmworkers. 

Most of the farmworkers receive 
40-to-45 cents for each 32-pound 
bucket of tomatoes that they pick. 
After a 10-hour workday, they would 
have to have picked up to 2 tons each 
in order to make a little over $50, 
barely making the minimum wage. 
These farmworkers have been working 
for the same rates since their last pay 
raise In 1978. 

Paying the extra penny would only 
cost the multibillionaire fast-food giant 
$250,000 a year, yet they refuse to 
budge. 

In 2005, the CIW led a national 
boycott against another fast food giant, 
Taco Bell. Workers and students all 
over the country joined in solidarity in 
a campaign known as “boot the bell” 
that included hunger strikes. This 
struggle forced Taco Bell to the negoti- 
ating table. 

McDonald’s also came to the 


negotiating table 
last April in the 
face of possible 
protests ora 
boycott. Despite all 
of these advance- 
ments and the Nov. | 
30 historic nine- ce 
mile march, the 
Burger King bosses vow to resist the 
penny raise and preserve the living 
conditions in Florida’s fields. 

But all is not grim, students and 
workers from several unions including 
the Teamsters, SEIU, CWA and UNITE 
HERE are joining the CIW in the fight 
to halt the decline in wages. The 


1. 





struggle for a penny more will escalate 
and even Burger King restaurant 
employees are joining the fight. At the 
Dec. 23 picket at the local Burger King 
restaurant in mostly the white upscale 
Aventura neighborhood, restaurant 
workers cheered the picketers and 
(continued on page 11) 


Protest Demands: Overturn 
Lucasville 5 Conviction 


By Caleb T. Maupin 


The Ohio State Penitentiary (OSP) in 
Youngstown, Ohio, holds 539 people 
behind its brick walls, multiple barbed 
wire fences and iron bars. It is within this 
dungeon that four of the men known as 
the Lucasville Five are incarcerated: 
Bomani Shakur, Adbullah Hasan, Jason 
Robb and Namir Abdul Mateen. These 
men are held in a special section of OSP’s 
death row, awaiting lethal injection for 
the crime of participating in a rebellion. 

It has been nearly 15 years since the 
prisoners at Lucasville, in southern Ohio, 
rebelled and took control of the place in 
which they were imprisoned. The prison- 
ers encaged in Lucasville rebelled against 
the brutality, the corruption and the 
degradation they endured on a daily 
basis. 

In the insurrection that ensued groups 
like the Aryan Brotherhood, the Black 
Gangsta Disciples and Sunni Muslims put 
aside their differences and fought 
together. They became a “convict race,” as 
a slogan the prisoner-rebels wrote upon 
the walls proclaimed. 

The prisoners succeeded in negotiat- 
ing a 21-point agreement that the warden 
was forced to sign. But afterwards, with a 
total lack of evidence, the government put 
five men on death row. They are held in 
tiny rooms smaller than a parking space 
for 23 hours a day, and then taken to a 
cage for the mandated one hour outside of 
their cells. When they have visitors, they 
are not permitted even to touch them, and 
can only see their loved ones through a 


screen. 

It is in this light that the Cleveland 
Lucasville Five Defense Committee, the 
Youngstown Prisoners Forum Group, 
Loved Ones of Prisoners, and CURE-Ohio 
have called for a demonstration right in 
front of the Ohio State Penitentiary in 
Youngstown, Ohio. The demonstration is 
called for Jan. 19, the weekend on which 
the life of Martin Luther King is 
celebrated. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. fought 
against racism and injustice all his life 
and was murdered by his racist enemies. 
This demonstration will be a continuation 
of his legacy. On Jan. 19, at 12:00, people 
will gather at the St. Augustine Episcopal 
Church. They will protest and raise their 
voices against injustices. Then, they plan 
to take a car caravan into the prison itself 
and deliver a letter of petition to the 
warden, demanding that the prisoners on 
death row have the ability to touch the 
ones they love that Ohio denies them 
during contact visits. 

The organizers call on all who can to 
be there to demand justice. Free the 
Lucasville Five! Full Contact Rights for 
Death Row Prisoners! Overturn all the 
Lucasville Convictions! It is right to rebel, 
Free the Lucasville Five Now! 

For location addresses, van reserva- 
tions from Cleveland or other informa- 
tion, call (216) 481-6671 or email 
pfcenter@sbcglobal.net. 


Maupin is an organizer with FIST in 
Cleveland at Baldwin Wallace College @ 
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q): Jan. 3 a coalition of anti-racist organiza 
tions and activists in New York City welco- 
med in the new year with a planning meeting for 
the Martin Luther King Jr. March Against Rac- 
ism that took place at the Solidarity Center. 


The MLK March Against Racism 
Coalition was formed this past Dec. 12 at 
an anti-racist meeting hosted by N.Y. 
FIST (Fight Imperialism—Stand 
Together) youth group and the Interna- 
tional Action Center. This coalition was 
formed as an answer to the nationwide 
increase in racism. 

January 21 was nationally recognized 
as Martin Luther King Day, a progressive 
holiday fought for by Black people and 
anti-racist allies to honor Dr. King’s 
commitment to social justice. 

Over the years, this day has been 
co-opted and commercialized by the 
ruling class. To the MLK March Against 
Racism Coalition the recent racist attacks 
on immigrants, Black youth, LGBT 
people of color and women clarified the 
need for people of color and anti-racist 
allies to reclaim Martin Luther King Day 
as a day of building unity and solidarity 
by taking to the streets. 

A march in New York City, as well as 
other events around the country, took 
place on Jan. 21. This march against 
racism will connect the attacks on all 
people of color including immigrants, 
Black folks, LGBT folks and women and 
staunchly criticize corporate-funded 
racists like Lou Dobbs of CNN and radio 
host Don Imus of the infamously racist 
network ABC. 

Lou Dobbs has been spreading his 
racist anti-immigrant sentiment for years 
now through the supposedly liberal CNN. 
On his program he has falsely blamed 
immigrants for increased crime and 
disease in this country and has vocalized 
his support for murderous bigots like the 
Minutemen. 

As a scapegoat for the economic 
crisis and victim of demonization 
campaigns the immigrant community 
has had to face racist legislation, depor- 
tations, physical assaults and detentions. 

Last April Don Imus made racist and 


sexist remarks 


toward the Give Tl Santa 
Rutgers Uni- 

versity wom- CUN ITE 
en’s basketball 


team, includ- 
ing his refer- 
ence to them 
as “nappy- 
headed hoes.” 
Imus’ show 
was dropped 


test, but after only 9 months off the air 
Imus has been hired by ABC. 

ABC has had a history of racist 
programming including the recent 
“Desperate Housewives” TV episode that 
portrayed Filipino health care workers as 
inferior to U.S. health care workers. 

The Filipino community and their 
allies were outraged at such white 
supremacist implications. ABC offered 
employment opportunities to Filipino 
people but has yet to officially apologize 
for this particular episode. 

“We don’t want jobs from them, we 
want an apology,” said Bernadette Ellorin 
of BAYAN-USA during the Jan. 3rd 
coalition meeting. 

For these reasons and more, the MLK 
March Against Racism will target CNN 
and ABC in New York where both Dobbs 
and Imus broadcast from. 

The march also brought attention to 
the housing struggle that is taking place 
from Harlem to New Orleans. Tenants, 
“homeowners” and community members 
are combating racist gentrification, 
foreclosures and demolitions. 

As exemplified in New Orleans, the 
right to public housing is under attack 
and those who defend this right are being 
brutally silenced. To acknowledge the 
racism of these attacks on housing and to 
show solidarity with those facing 
evictio—s, demolitions, and foreclosures 


MLK March to Show Solidarity 
with Immigrants and Black People 


By Tyneisha Bowens, NYC FIST 


ng to Dr, King’s Day 


EAGAINGT 


ieee4 .. RACT 
: : + . ' B bari: AAC AS 


Sings Rachie Ge ikke, ete Ay ms 
ae 





, ieee 


after mass pro- ODV(=} am O00 of-fo) 0) (-mant-lecem lam AGn | M@Pr-bralut-ledawCer-llarimat-larieemlemees-liiv(olemuuidanal hol 


the march to stopped at a local 
housing development. 

The writer is a leading organizer of 
FIST. 


BOSTON 
The first MLK 
hip-hop rally 


A militant youth-led Martin 
Luther King Day rally, march and 
speakout against racism filled the 
streets of downtown Boston on Jan. 
21 with chants, hip-hop and spoken 
word calling for funding Dr. King’s 
dream, cutting the military budget 
and using the money for jobs, 
housing, education and health care. 
Boston. 

Youth from FIST (Fight Imperi- 
alism, Stand Together) and Voices 


of Liberation led the demonstration, 


which included strong participation 
by activists from the Boston Work- 
ers Alliance, a community organiza- 
tion that organizes against discrimi- 
nation based on “CORI” past crimi- 
nal records. The crowd of about 70 
included strong representation of 
youth as well as older representa- 
tives from the oppressed communi- 
ties and a good representation of 


DENVER 


A Day of World Solidarity 


It was a bitter cold morning but 
that didn’t stop hundreds of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. support- 
ers to come out for the 
“Marade.” Activists organizing 
for the March Against Racism 
called for a Day of World Soli- 
darity. 

For years State Farm Insur- 
ance has been the official “spon- 
sor” of the “Marade,” which has 
gotten smaller as people have 
grown tired of the corporate 


Boston MLK 
(continued) 


supporters of all ages. 
The opening rally at Park 
Street on the Boston Common 


featured hip-hop performances | 


addressing issues affecting 
oppressed youth in Boston, 
including police sweeps in the 
community and a surge in 
violence affecting Black youth. 

City Councilor Chuck 
Turner told the crowd he was 
honored to be addressing “the 
first hip-hop rally commemo- 
rating Dr. King,” and raised the 
need to continue the fight to 
fund Dr. King’s dream and 
abolish the three evils identi- 
fied by Dr. King: militarism, 
economic exploitation and 
racism. 

Minister Rodney X from 
the Nation of Islam also gave a 
rousing talk to the crowd, 
highlighting Dr. King’s legacy 
of struggle. The youth, includ- 
ing Jonathan Regis, D. J. 
Nomadik, Jesse and Augustin, 
coordinated and led the pro- 
gram and played hip-hop with 
a message that can no longer be 


co-opting of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Activists from the Black, 
Latin@ and Asian communities 
and white supporters had an 
alternative rally, calling for 
unity of the oppressed against 
racism and war and drawing 
attention to State Farm’s failure 


to pay back hundreds of claims 
filed by the victims of Hurricane 


Katrina, yet their slogan for the 
Marade was “We share the 
same dream.” 





heard over public media, where 
it has been co-opted and taken 
over by big business interests. 
The demonstration 
marched through downtown 
Boston led by a sound truck 
playing excerpts from Dr. 
King’s final speeches condemn- 
ing the Vietnam War, and raps 
and chants led by Miya Camp- 
bell of FIST and the Women's 
Fightback Network. Rev. 
Franklin Hobbs, director of 
Healing Our Land, highlighted 
the disproportionate incidence 
of HIV/AIDS among communi- 
ties of color resulting from 
discrimination and failure to 
provide resources available to 


The activists drew many 
people to the alternative rally 
and community speak-out, 
where people spoke against the 
$600 million new jail being 
built, the closing of schools, 
police brutality, U.S. imperial- 
ism and the attacks against 
immigrant workers. 

When the “Marade” 
started, a State Farm truck was 
supposed to be at the head of 
the march, but was successfully 
blocked by those opposed to its 
co-opting of the commemora- 
tion of Martin Luther King Jr. 
to sell insurance. 

Later, there was a people’s 
video night where “The Murder 
of Fred Hampton,” “Welcome to 
New Orleans” and “Legacy of 
Torture” were shown. © 





Members of FIST in Denver defend the legacy 
of MLK. 





other communities, and led 
militant chants against racism. 

The demonstration was 
closed out by messages from 
members of Boston Workers 
Alliance including Mr. Tim and 
Phil Reason, Sara Mokuria of 
VOL, and Bob Traynham of the 
International Action Center 
and the Boston School Bus 
Drivers Union. It was endorsed 
by City Councilors Charles 
Yancey and Sam Yoon, New 
England Human Rights for 
Haiti, and Bishop Filipe Teix- 
elra, OFSJC. 


